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Introduction 

CENTR is the association of European country code top-level domain registries (ccTLDs). All EU Member States 

and EEA country ccTLDs (such as .sk for Slovakia and .no for Norway) are members of CENTR.  

CENTR members are at the core of the public internet, safeguarding its stability and security. The majority of 

European ccTLDs are non-profit organisations or SMEs, providing an internet infrastructure service in the 

interest of and in close cooperation with their local internet communities (e.g., end-users, CSIRTs, law 

enforcement and other competent authorities). 

Domain names are the foundational pieces of internet infrastructure necessary for many online services (e.g., 

website, application, platform) to be accessible online. ccTLDs are responsible for operating and maintaining 

the technical Domain Name System (DNS) infrastructure for their top-level domain. ccTLD registries maintain a 

domain name registration database that contains technical and administrative data necessary to provide DNS 

services, as well as identity and contact information of domain name holders.  

In the context of the ongoing discussions on the ‘EU Inc’ proposal1, CENTR wishes to highlight further 

opportunities for enhancing the EU cybersecurity framework and for increasing online safety. 

  

 
1 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 28th regime corporate legal framework – ‘EU Inc’ of 18 
March 2026, 2026/0074(COD). 

Summary of CENTR key points 

• The EU Inc. proposal must enable open, free and automated access to the public databases of 

EU Inc. companies, including via BRIS and the ‘central digital register’. 

• This list of documents and information to be made publicly available on the EU Inc. companies 

must also include a telephone number, email address and a VAT number in addition to the 

already listed information in Article 25. 
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Database of EU Inc companies 

The process of registering a domain usually involves at least two separate service providers: a registrar and a 

domain registry2. Domain registrars are businesses which handle the domain registration process per 

agreement with a registry, and can offer domain name registrations to multiple ccTLD and gTLD3 registries. 

Registrars sell available domains in a given TLD to the public, interact with the end user, and collect their data 

(identity, contact and payment information, etc.). In contrast, registries are an authoritative repository and the 

technical administrators of their TLD, whose primary functions are to maintain the stability and security of the 

DNS. Unless a registry offers the possibility of direct domain name registration to the public, it relies on 

registrars to provide it with relevant registration data. 

As the authoritative repository, the ccTLD registration database contains technical and administrative 

information about individual domain names and their owners. Technical information is needed to set up the 

domain name so it can be accessible online (e.g., a web or mail server). Administrative information is collected 

to ensure the registries have accurate records of domain name holders. The NIS 2 Directive4 recognises TLD 

registries as “essential entities” for the effective functioning of the Union’s economy and society.  

Domain registries and “entities providing domain name registration services”5, such as registrars, are also 

obliged to keep registration databases accurate and complete, including by verifying identities and contact 

details of domain name holders (Article 28 of the NIS 2 Directive). The NIS 2 Directive obliges registries and 

“entities providing domain name registration services” to collect a mandatory dataset, including name, contact 

email address, and telephone number of both individuals and legal entities wishing to register a domain name.  

Domain registries and “entities providing domain name registration services” are free to choose the methods 

and tools for ensuring the accuracy of the mandatory dataset. Some rely on information from numerous 

business registers across the EU to verify the registration data of legal entities, which typically account for the 

majority of EU domain registrations across EU ccTLDs. The degree of availability and accessibility of that 

information varies across the EU, despite the strong public interest it serves for online safety.  

The EU Inc proposal establishes a new type of legal entity, including the rules on its incorporation, liquidation 

and dissolution. The name, postal address, and articles of association of the EU Inc companies shall be made 

publicly available in the business register of the country of registration, according to the proposal.6 This 

information shall be shared through the Business Registers Interconnection System (BRIS) across EU Member 

States.7 The proposal also envisages the development of a “central digital register” of EU Inc companies in the 

future. 

 
2 For more information, see CENTR, “The domain name registration process”. 
3 Generic Top-Level Domains (gTLDs) use three or more letters as their extension. Examples of gTLDs include .com, .net, or .org. 
4 Directive (EU) 2022/2555 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 December 2022 on measures for a high common level 
of cybersecurity across the Union (‘NIS 2 Directive’). 
5 NIS 2 Directive Article 6(22) defines the “entities providing domain name registration services” as: “registrar or an agent acting on 
behalf of registrars, such as a privacy or proxy registration service provider or reseller”. 
6 Article 25 of the EU Inc proposal. 
7 Article 26 of the EU Inc proposal. 
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Similarly to any other business, it is reasonable to assume that EU Inc companies will seek to establish their 

online identity by purchasing domain names across the EU. In the interest of ensuring a safe online space, with 

the emergence of EU Inc companies, it is imperative to allow entities under the obligation of Article 28 of the 

NIS 2 Directive to access any publicly available information on EU Inc companies in order to fulfil their 

obligations under the NIS 2 Directive, and to continue delivering a safe online space for all EU citizens and 

businesses. There is no justification for why information on EU legal entities should be offered behind paywalls 

and with unnecessary access restrictions, especially for entities that have a legitimate interest in this 

information to fulfil their obligations under the EU cybersecurity legislation.  

The EU ccTLD registries would therefore welcome open, automated access free of charge, including via an 

application programming interface (API), to information about EU Inc companies in order to facilitate a seamless 

verification of identity and the legitimacy of businesses seeking to establish their online presence across 

borders. Considering the innovative potential of EU Inc companies and the need to simplify the incorporation 

of such businesses, it is in the business's interest to set up its online presence as quickly as possible. The 

unavailability of such information, especially without automated access, may cause unnecessary bureaucratic 

delays that run counter to the purpose of the proposal.  

For the purposes of domain registration data verification, there is a need to expand the envisaged list of publicly 

available information on the EU Inc companies. In addition to the documents and information listed in Article 

25 of the proposal, it should also include the VAT number and telephone number. The ‘details of electronic 

presence of the EU Inc’ should also clearly refer to an email address. 

The possibility of facilitating the verification of domain name registration data for EU Inc companies would ease 

the compliance burden on EU ccTLDs and “entities providing domain name registration services”.  
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