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CENTR welcomes Mr. Xavier Coget for a keynote
on Europe’s digital sovereignty and global internet
governance

At its 74th General Assembly, CENTR engaged with the European Commission
on aligning EU digital policy with global standards and supporting an open,
resilient internet ecosystem

Brussels, November 19'", 2025 - CENTR, the association of European country-code
top-level domain (ccTLD) registries, welcomed Xavier Coget, Member of the Cabinet
of Executive Vice-President Henna Virkkunen for Tech Sovereignty, Security and
Democracy, as keynote speaker at its 74th General Assembly, held in Brussels.

During his keynote, Mr. Coget presented the Commission’s priorities for the Digital
Decade, including strengthening Europe's digital sovereignty while maintaining
openness and global interoperability. He emphasised the focus on simplifying
existing rules, improving implementation, and preparing next year's Digital Fitness
Check, which will invite CENTR’'s members to share their views on the current digital
rulebook.

“ccTLDs are a strategic asset for Europe. They are important for our economic activity,
our cultural identity, and digital sovereignty,” said Mr. Xavier Coget, Member of the
Cabinet of Executive Vice-President Henna Virkkunen at CENTR. “We are fortunate to
rely on one of the strongest ccTLD ecosystems in the world, with many European
registries ranking among the most widely used top-level domains globally.”

In a Q&A with members, Mr. Coget addressed topics such as the International Digital
Strategy, Europe's role in global internet governance, and support for European
infrastructure and industry. He reiterated the Commission’s commitment to
multistakeholder engagement and reducing regulatory burdens to boost
competitiveness. CENTR welcomes the opportunity to engage with the Commission
on these strategic issues, highlighting the essential role that ccTLD registries play in
maintaining a secure, stable, and trusted internet infrastructure across Europe.

CENTR members reiterated their strong willingness to cooperate closely with the
European Commission on upcoming digital policy work, emphasising the
importance of early engagement, transparent dialogue, and meaningful involvement
in the development of future technical and regulatory initiatives.
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This exchange reflects CENTR's continued commitment to constructive dialogue
with European institutions and to supporting a resilient, interoperable and user-
centric internet ecosystem.

The 74th General Assembly brought together 37 registries from CENTR's Full
Members, Associate Members and Observers to discuss the ambition for the
European ccTLD community to remain a reliable and proactive partner to
policymakers, while ensuring effective collaboration within the ccTLD community.

HH

About CENTR

CENTR is the association of European country code top-level domain (ccTLD)
registries, such as .de for Germany or .si for Slovenia. CENTR currently counts 51 full
and 10 associate members — together, they are responsible for over 61 % of all
registered domain names in the EU. The objectives of CENTR are to promote and
participate in the development of high standards and best practices among ccTLD
registries.
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